
SAUGATUCKET PORTFOLIO + INDIVIDUAL REFLECTION 
HPR 135: The River Class, Fall 2016 

 
Important dates: 
Group presentations Tuesday, October 25 and Thursday, October 27 
Portfolios and Reflections Due Thursday, October 27 
 
Project description: 
After field visits to the Saugatucket River and a variety of readings, you’ll work in groups to 
select a topic of interest that would make an important and engaging informational sign for 
the public along the Saugatucket River. Then, individual group members will write up a 
personal reflection about the project, a defense of the action taken, and a reflection and self-
reflection about the group dynamics on the project. Each group will complete a 10-min. in-
class presentation of their final product before submitting a digital portfolio of materials (all 
research, notes, outlines, schematics, and so on) to Chris Simpson at the Contemporary 
Theater Company. Winning portfolios will be transformed into permanent signage along the 
river walk by a local designer. Topics might include tours of the upstream watershed, 
migratory fish, invasive species, nitrogen inputs, strategies for water quality improvements, 
wetland restoration, dam removal, etc. Portfolios will be presented to the class on Tuesday, 
October 25 and Thursday, October 27. 
 
Steps to complete this project: 

1. Select a group to work with. 
2. Select a topic for your proposed sign. 
3. Identify existing class resources that will be useful to integrate in your proposed sign. 
4. Conduct independent research with your group to support the accuracy and depth of 

your proposed sign. 
5. Assemble a digital portfolio of research materials that support your proposed sign. 
6. Draft a proposed sign (on paper, in PowerPoint, in easel.ley, using InDesign, etc.) 
7. Draft final, edited text to be used on the proposed sign. 
8. Include high quality images, photos, renderings, maps, etc. 
9. Submit portfolio of work (including all resources, draft sign, final text and images) via 

digital form to Dr. Druschke and Chris Simpson. 
 
Grading: 
Groups should work together to create and design their two signs, but then each group 
member will work individually to create a 5 pg. reflection about the project, including the steps 
of the process, her role in the group work, the prioritization of information, original research, 
etc. Convince Dr. Druschke that this was the ideal intervention for visitors to the Saugatucket. 
 
Consequences: 



There are no current plans for signage, which means that if you do a great job with these, some 
of your designs may actually end up in the signholders on the Saugatucket! There are REAL 
consequences here. 
	  
Learning outcomes: 

• Working in collaborative teams 
• Practicing science communication skills 
• Conducting independent research 
• Synthesizing a wide array of technical, history, and public materials 
• Presenting scientifically accurate information 

 
Grading: 
This project is worth 25% of your grade. See scoring rubric on next pages. 
 
 


